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London

Return tickets from £23

destinations across Britain are available
from the Transfers counter at LAL Torbay

‘ National Express tickets to London and

We want your pictures,
stories, puzzles, jokes and
essays for StopPress! This is
YOUR magazine too, so
send us some stuff to put in.

You can give contributions to Andy Tyrrell in Room
1.01, or better still e-mail to
andy.tyrrell@lalgroup.com. We'll print the best
contributions each month: the deadline for the
March issue is 23rd February, so get going!




hello

A warm welcome to the fifth edition of StopPress, the LAL Torbay Students’ Magazine.
As the chilly British weather blows us into February, we say goodbye to the New Year and look
forward to the first warming days of Spring.

With a mix of 23 different nationalities in the school, we hope that February will continue to see the
increase in numbers and cultural diversity that makes your stay with us enjoyable. We would like to
extend a welcome to all of the new students who have come to study at the school, and give special
mention to the group who have come from Argentina to sample a few weeks of the LAL Torbay
English learning experience.

The new business suite, on the fourth floor, has now been completed with a new Interactive
whiteboard helping business students create professional presentations and allowing the latest
information to be used in the lessons at the teachers’ and students’ finger-tips. We also have two
newly-decorated ‘focus’ classrooms, as well as the entire s5th floor being brightened up with a lick of
paint and the WCs ready for your convenience (sorry for the bad joke!).

With our Intensive Listening and IELTS Preparation courses proving very successful, we look forward

to another month of productive learning and fun.
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this month at lal

new business
suite opens

Our new set of rooms fitted
out for the teaching of
Business English will be
opened on 9th February.

Our refurbished rooms offer
conference tables and chairs, free
tea and filter coffee and a more
formal atmosphere.

One room has been fitted with an
interactive whiteboard with a
digital projector for presentations,
videos and interactive language
and business software.

conversation
classes

We are hoping to start a two-week
afternoon “Conversation Class”
giving students the opportunity to
practise conversation techniques
and gain confidence with their
speaking skills.

Lesson times: 12.40 — 2.10

B |f you have already booked
afternoon lessons then this
course is FREE you will simply
change from your present class
to the new conversation group.

B |f you don’t have afternoon
lessons and wish to join the
class it will be £50.00 per week

If you are interested, please see
Andy or Laurie in the Academic
Office.

shh!

nhew site for lal
cape town

In addition to recently opening a

new language centre in the resort
city of Durban, LAL South Africa is
proud to announce the new home
of LAL Cape Town on the site of a

long-established Cape Town lodge.

Set in the heart of fashionable Sea
Point, the language school is just a

short drive to the V&A Waterfront,

Table Mountain and City Centre,
and only 2 minutes from the
famous Clifton and Camps Bay
beaches. The school is on Main
Road, convenient for bus and taxi
routes and has 30 spacious
classrooms, a large cosy student
lounge with a big screen satellite

Torquay & Paignton are officially the most quiet

towns in England

A report, released this month by
the Ear Institute at the University
College London and hearing-aid
manufacturer Widex, found that
Torquay was the quietest of the 41
towns they tested, and Paignton

second quietest. The average noise
level at the busiest time of day in

Torquay was 60.2 decibels, 100
times quieter than the noisiest
town of Newcastle.

55.“’2!

television, free internet access and
a great entertainment area
consisting of pool tables, bar, music
and dancing. There is also a
swimming pool and an exquisite
barbecue and garden area. In
addition, there is also a Social &
Activities Desk, where students can
book day tours, hire cars and get
information on the numerous local
places of interest.

The student residence, as well as
the executive residence, will be
located within the same building as
the school. LAL Cape Town runs
adult programmes (16+) year round
and offers young learner
programmes in July/August and
January/February.

For more information about LAL
Cape Town, please contact
gavin.eyre@lalgroup.com




flippin’ fun
20th February is Shrove Tuesday, which
marks the last day before Lent in the

Christian calendar. In Britain this day is

also known as Pancake Day, after the
traditional dish cooked each year.

The traditional pancake eaten on
Pancake Day is a very thin, flat cake
made of flour, eggs, water, fat and
milk. This is fried and served
immediately, sprinkled with sugar
and a dash of lemon juice or golden

syrup.

Pancakes were traditionally allowed
to be made between the ringing of
a curfew bell in the morning of
Shrove Tuesday and its ringing
again that evening. Housewives
had that time in which to use up all
the eggs and fat they had left over,
so that they did not have fat or
eggs in the house during Lent.

The word shrove is a past tense of
the English verb “shrive” which
means to obtain absolution for
one’s sins by confessing and doing
penance. Shrove Tuesday gets its
name from the shriving (confession)
that Anglo-Saxon Christians were
expected to receive immediately
before Lent. Until the early 1900s,
Shrove Tuesday was a half-day
holiday, and the shriving bell was
rung at eleven o’clock in the
morning to remind people that the
holiday had begun.

Pancake Races
The tradition of pancake
races started as far back
as 1445. The contestants,
traditionally women, carry a
frying pan and race to the
finishing line tossing the
pancakes as they go. As the
pancakes are thin, some skill is
required to toss them successfully
while running. The winner is the
first to cross the line having tossed
the pancake a certain number of
times.

Method

1. Put the flour and the
salt in a bowl and mix together.

2. Make a hole in the centre and

crack in the eggs.

3. In a separate bowl mix together

the milk and the water.

4. Mix the eggs into the flour with

a wooden spoon and gradually

beat in the milk and water mixture

to get a smooth liquid which is as

thick as cream.

5. Stir in the oil and allow to stand

for 30 minutes.

6. Heat a little oil in a flat-

bottomed frying pan.

7. Pour in enough batter to allow

you to cover the bottom of the pan.

8. Cook until brown on one side,

then turn over the pancake and

The Pancake Greaze

At Westminster School in London, a
pancake, reinforced with horse-
hair, is prepared in advance and on
Shrove Tuesday thrown into the air.
The boys at the school then
attempt to get as much of the
pancake as they can.

How to make Pancakes:

Ingredients cook on the other side. The

1209 (402) plain flour traditional way to turn the pancake
pinch of salt is by flipping or tossing: jerking the
2 eggs frying pan and throwing the

210ml (7floz) milk
goml (3floz) water
1x15ml tbsp vegetable oil

pancake into the air so that it turns
over and lands on its other side.

9. Serve hot with lemon juice and
sugar!

easy peasy lemon squeezy...

Pancakes are traditionally eaten
with lemon juice and sugar in
Britain, and there’s a good chance
that the lemon comes from a
squeezy yellow container.

advanced product: it was designed
at a time when only two plastic-
blowing machines existed in the
whole world. The designer, Bill
Pugh, carved a lemon shape out of
wood, covered it in lemon peel and
cast the whole thing in plaster to
create the mould for the plastic.

The Jif lemon celebrates its soth
anniversary this year. It was first
sold in January 1957 by Reckitt &
Colman, and is now part of the
Unilever empire.

Although a plastic lemon seems an
obvious container for lemon juice,
only Jif lemon juice can be sold in

The plastic lemon was an incredibly  one, at least in Britain.
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from our overseas
correspondents...

We are delighted to bring you

these reports fromja_m-u.rnd
the world. e

Volunteer work
in India

BY KERSTIN DORFLER

Have you ever thought of using your
English language skills to do
something amazing? | have, and last
year in December | finally put my
plans into action. | went to Goa in
India for 4 weeks to teach English.

| was involved in two projects. The
first one was to look after 2 to 6 year
olds in a day care centre in the
mornings. And the second one was
helping 8 to 12 year olds at an
orphanage with their English and
Maths homework for two hours in
the afternoons.

The thought of walking into a room
of 30 plus 2 to 6 year olds was scary
at first. But within an hour I had
warmed to the kids and they to me.
They didn"t speak a lot of English
but somehow we managed to
communicate. | learnt a few phrases
in Hindi and taught the kids some
English.

It was amazing how quickly the kids
trusted me. As soon as | walked in
the door in the morning they came
running up to me with their little
arms outstretched and wanted a
hug. When | sat down | had at least
three sitting in my lap and another
two trying to climb up my back. They
were fighting over my attention. It
seemed that some of them didn‘t
get an awful lot of affection at
home and tried to make up for it at

Kerstin with some of the children

the day care centre.

Every morning the kids had to do
some writing; either the alphabet or
numbers. It was so heart warming to
see them making progress and how
proud they were when they’d done
particularly well.

After that, the regular teacher did
the Morning Prayer and they sang
some Indian and English songs,
followed by some physical exercise.
Then it was my turn to teach the kids
something new in English. As you
can imagine this wasn’t an easy task.
| needed a lot of patience. The
biggest achievement was when by
the last day all of them could sing
with me the 10 little ducks song.
They loved it and picked it up bit by
bit.

After a late breakfast/early lunch,
provided by the day care centre, we
went outside to play on the beach.
That was great fun, although | was
always covered in sand and kids.

Once back inside creativity activities
were on the timetable. Obviously |
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always tried to combine the activities
with the newly learnt English words.
E.g. when | taught the colours in the
mornings, | asked them to colour in
some drawings.

At one o’clock it was home time.
Most of the kids were picked up by
their mums or sometimes by their
older siblings, but none of the kids
went home without wanting a last
hug from me.

Being at the orphanage was
completely different. The kids there
already speak quite good English. |
had about 4 to 5 kids with me every
day, who needed help with their
homework. In return they taught me
some Konkani phrases (the local
language in Goa). They enjoyed
teaching me and thought it was
funny when | got the pronunciation
wrong.

| was sad when it was time to say
good-bye. | got really attached to all
of the children. They are so lovely
and although they are poor they are
happy with the little they have.

It was a very rewarding experience
and | would do it again any time. |
just need to convince my boss to give
me another 4 weeks off or even
longer!

Acha chalti hoon! (Good bye in
Hindi)

The streets around Plaza General Francisco
Ramirez, Conception Del Uruguay

-
=

My Life in My
Town in
Argentina

BY VALENTINA BIONDI

| live in Conception Del Uruguay
in Argentina. It has a river called
the Uruguay, and very nice

beaches where people go in the
summer by boat, ship car or bus.

It's a small town, the population is
about 70,000, in summer it is
about 35 degrees and in the
winter about 10 degrees.

There are many squares, a port
and the streets are very straight
with blocks of houses.

In the long summer holidays |
usually go to the beach by bus
and then | go to the square. At
night sometimes | go to my
friends house or to parties. Last
month it was “Beach Party” in our
town, it is very important and
goes on for 4 days. Lots of people
go to it and some people camp on
the beach. This year there were
about 40,000 people every day
and it was very good.

When we go to school it is winter

www.cdeluruguay.goviar

The Monument to the Republic, CDU

Students from Argentina at LAL Torbay

and we have only 2 weeks of
holiday in the winter. | usually
wake up at 7 o’clock and go to
school. | return to my house at
about half past one and eat. After
that | usually go to my English
classes and sometimes to hockey.

My first
impression of
England

BY FRANCO SALOMON

When you are going to travel to
another country you start
thinking how you will be received,
how you will be welcomed, and
when you know you are going to
stay in a house of a person who
you have never seen, your desire
to get on the plane is enormous,
so you enter a big can with wings
for 12 hours and at last you're in
England.

Before you arrive you start seeing
all the photos and videos or
anything you have seen and try to
imagine if here all the things will
be the same. Well, in my opinion
it was the same; what | first saw
when | got out of the airport was
a typical car painted black and
with the name “TAXI”, finally |
knew | had arrived, after that the
small things started to appear,
obviously the first thing | noticed
was that | have to look to the
other side when | have to cross
the street.

And until now | am discovering
every day something new, so my
expectations and desires that |
had in my country weren’t in vain.

San Jose Palace, CDU
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beach bonanza

What happened when a huge cargo ship sank off the Devon coast, just 25 miles

from Torbay.

A ship lying broken-backed out at
sea; valuable cargo spilt across the
shore; barrels rolled through a
coastal village at dead of night; it
might be one of countless tales of
wrecks along Britain's coast. But
these were the scenes from the
wreck of the MSC Napoli which ran
aground on 20th January only 25
miles (4okm) from Torbay.

The ship, carrying over 2,000
containers of goods, began to fill
with water during severe storms on
18th January. The nearest safe
harbour where the ship could empty
its goods was Portland, but more
bad weather caused even more
damage to the Napoli while it sailed
to the harbour, and it was feared
that the ship would sink. The only
way to stop the ship sinking right
under the sea was to let her run
aground in shallow water. Lyme Bay,
on the border of Devon and Dorset,
was the nearest place where the ship
could be stopped safely.

So on Saturday 20th January the
Napoli was beached a short distance
off the coast close to Branscombe, a
small village in East Devon. Soon
there were reports of containers
being washed off the ship, and the
public were asked not to approach
them if they found them: “If they
see them, just ring the coastguard”
said a Maritime and Coastguard
spokesman.

Alas, it was not to be so easy!
Reports of the containers had
included rumours of expensive
motor cycles and cars among the
cargo. As a result, as soon as the
smashed boxes began to wash up on
Branscombe beach on Sunday,
curious locals began to see what
they could find, accompanied by
more and more journalists and
photographers.

It was a scavenger's dream: yes,
there really were brand new
motorcycles lying among the broken
containers; and those who went
down to Branscombe might have
thought that they had gone back in
time as they found huge oak barrels
being carried from the beach.

As journalists sent back reports of
the amazing scenes at Branscombe,
the stories of unlimited treasures at
the beach began to draw people
from far and wide. By Monday the

scenes of locals exploring the beach
had been replaced by queues of
people from hundreds of miles away
trying to get to the shore, and
crowds of up to 200 people on the
sand stripping containers as they
tried to find anything of value. By
the afternoon, the local police had
to close the roads to all but local
traffic; by late evening they had
blocked the entire village to stop
anyone at all driving in.

But as the police stopped some
residents driving home, those who
remained in the village told of
terrifying groups of strangers, armed
with tools to break open containers,
gathering in the village and looking
into the houses; barrels and stolen
dustbins were being rolled through
the village all night; one household
awoke to find strangers camping in
their front garden; another found
that there were so many vehicles
crowding the narrow roads that it

(suonpiysal ybruAdod o3 anp panowsu sbew)



was impossible to step out of the
house at all.

By Tuesday any initial amusement
at the scavenging on the beach had
become alarm. It was clear that the
scenes at Branscombe had become
more like organised theft than
casual ‘beachcombing’. The Police
tried to control the crowds. The
Coastguard tried to warn people
that any goods they took had to be
reported to the Receiver of Wreck
(a person in charge of finding out
who owns everything). Too late:
items from the wreck were already
for sale on the internet.

By Wednesday, laws written in 1854
were used to close Branscombe
beach and the surrounding waters
to the public. This allowed an
official clear-up to begin.

What a clear up! The scavengers
have left a trail of devastation
across the beach, oil from the
Napoli has washed up along the
coast — and all the containers have
to be removed from the ship. It is
estimated that removing the
containers will take up to five
months, and the whole clear-up will
take up to a year.

Meanwhile Branscombe is still in
shock, and angry local businessmen
are worried that visitors, vital for
the survival of the pubs and shops,
will not come back this summer.

10 years ago...

In 1997 the cargo ship CITA ran
aground off the Isles of Scilly,
south-west of England. Within
hours her cargo, including
everything from famous-brand
shirts to lavatory seats, was being
pulled from the beaches by eager
islanders. The local police (2 men)
were hopelessly outnumbered, and
extras had to be drafted in from
elsewhere. Despite requests for
items to be reported, a huge
amount of the cargo disappeared
without trace. Sound familiar?

4 ,ﬁm

=

dishonourable
tradition?

Pictures of barrels being rolled from
Branscombe beach made for instant
comparisons with age-old stories of
shipwreck and smuggling along the
coast of Britain. The Sun declared
that the scenes “were following a
centuries-old tradition that makes
bounty washed ashore fair game”.
Many papers went further and told
tales of people deliberately making
ships crash onto rocks by shining
lights on the cliffs on dark nights,
or of smugglers hiding valuable
goods from the authorities. Were
the scenes at Branscombe really just
traditional activities?

For a start, let's get smuggling out
of the way: smugglers brought (and
still bring) goods from other
countries into Britain illegally, to
avoid the taxes which should have
been paid on importing luxuries.
Branscombe was certainly involved
in smuggling in the past. Many
places where people hid smuggled
goods have been found in
Branscombe, and a grave in the
churchyard records the death of a
Customs officer who 'fell' from a
cliff while trying to stop smugglers
(see www.smuggling.co.uk for
more information!). Smuggled
goods lost long ago have also been
found in caves near Branscombe.
But the current activities on the
beach at Branscombe cannot really
be linked to smuggling in any way.

Tempting ships to crash onto rocks
by shining lights from the cliffs is
another interesting claim. There
have been stories for hundreds of
years about the activities of active
‘wreckers', who would try to

(image removed due to copyright restrictions)

confuse ships lost on dark, stormy
nights, by putting lamps on cliffs
(or even tied to animals), to look
like the lights of a safe harbour.
Westcountry authoress Daphne
DuMaurier wrote a famous book,
Jamaica Inn, which told just such a
tale, and children's books such as
Enid Blyton's “Five go to Demon's
Rocks” instil the idea of evil
wreckers in British children.

Unfortunately it seems that the
tales may be exaggerated. Only one
person has ever been found guilty
of guiding a ship onto rocks using
false lights. And, although our
coastal towns are happy to indulge
tourists' curiosity into their past,
none seem prepared to admit that
their ancestors actually made ships
crash into rocks.

There is plenty of evidence to
confirm that goods from naturally
wrecked ships have always been
eagerly gathered on the beaches.
Coastal communities of fishermen
thought that things that wash up
on the beach, however valuable,
were gifts to help them through
hard, dangerous lives working on
the sea. However, British laws insist
that goods washed up belong to
their original owners - so there was
often a race to take washed-up
items before officials arrived.

But today’s world is different.
Branscombe beach was not filled
with starving locals, but people
who had driven for hours to try
their luck. And, for once, the locals
might have liked to see more of the
police, not less!
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february

Here are some facts you may not know about this month:

February is the second month of
the year in the Julian and
Gregorian Calendars. It is the
shortest month and the only month
with fewer than 30 days.

February begins in western
astrology with the Sun in the sign
of Aquarius and ends with it in the
sign of Pisces, but Astronomically
speaking the Sun begins in the
constellation of Capricornus, and
ends in Aquarius.

February is named after the Latin
term februum, which means
purification, after the purification
ritual Februa held on 15th February
in the old Roman calendar.

Events and Holidays

B Groundhog Day (United States)
2nd February

B Waitangi Day (New Zealand)
6th February

B St. Valentine's Day 14th
February

B Constitution Day (Mexico) s5th
February

Trivia

B February always begins on the
same day of the week as March
and November in a common
year, & on the same day of the
week as August in a leap year.

B February’s flower is the violet
or primrose.

B February’s birthstone is
amethyst.

two torquay attractions

If the unpredictable British February weather makes outdoor visits wet and cold, here are a
couple of indoor places you may like to visit .

bygones

Located in St. Marychurch, Torquay,
this museum has a number of
fascinating exhibitions including a
recreation of a Victorian street,
complete with shops and shop
windows filled with thousands of
original items from the nineteenth
century. You can visit the

www.bygones.co.uk
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ironmongers, the grocers sweet
shop and apothecary (chemist)
before going to the Victorian
rooms and see what it was like to
live in a period house.

Bygones also has an 8.4m (28’)
model railway travelling through
expertly made towns, villages and
realistic scenery.

For a more though-provoking
experience you can witness the
sights, sounds and smells of a World
War | trench set somewhere in
France in 1916 and then travel
forwards to World War Il and visit
an original Anderson air-raid
shelter. Listen to the radio
commentary and see what life was
life in Britain at this time.

Opening Times 10.00am — 5.00pm
Admission price - £5.50

torquay
museum

Located on Babbacombe Road,
Torquay, the museum is Devon'’s
oldest, founded in 1845 and holds

collections of natural history,
palaeontology, archaeology,
pictorial records and archives
relating to Torbay. The galleries
also have displays of Egyptology,
information about Dame Agatha
Christie, finds from Kent’s Cavern
and items of interest from around
the world brought back by local
explorers in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

Opening Times
Mon. - Fri 10.00am - 5.00pm

Sat. 1.30pm — 4.00pm

Admission price - £3.00

www.torquaymuseum.org




british icon:

black cab

The black taxi is one of Britain’s
most distinctive vehicles. Mainly

found in big cities, the cars
have a long history.

The classic taxi can be recognised by
the round headlights, sweeping
curves, big radiator grille - and the
yellow-and black ‘TAXI" sign shining
on top. Although most of these taxis
are black in London, there’s actually
no law that says they have to be any
colour - it's just the colour they have
always been.

The ‘traditional’ taxi was introduced
49 years ago by Austin cars, and the
design remained practically
unchanged until 1997. This led to the
taxis looking increasingly old-
fashioned, which helped make them
even more distinctive.

The black taxi was designed to carry
four passengers and their luggage in
the rear compartment (there is no
boot), be reliable in heavy use and
regular slow traffic, and to ‘turn on a
sixpence’, which is a idiomatic phrase
meaning to be able to turn right
round in a very small space. In fact, a
black cab can turn right round on a
circle just 7.6m (25 feet) wide.

The word ‘Taxi’ is a shortened form
of the word “taximeter’, which is the
device used to calculate the price of
a journey based on the distance
travelled and the time taken. If a car
doesn’t have a taximeter it’s not a
taxi.

across the pond

two nations divided by a common language

“"Check out my new pants!”
American Hank instructed his friend,
English Bob. Bob was not sure where
to look. “Er, I'm not that kind of
friend” he blustered.

Hank didn’t realise that Bob thought

Just to add to your confusion, there
are two types of taxi: hackney
carriages can be stopped by people
on the street and hired; minicabs can
only pick up passengers who have
booked them in advance.

We call our taxis ‘cabs’ after the
French word ‘cabriolet’, which was
the name given to a type of horse-
drawn vehicle which was widely used
for hackney carriage services.

More than 100,000 of our distinctive
taxis have been made, and a new
design has just been launched by the
current manufacturers, London Taxis
International.

Don’t worry: it's still made in Britain
and it’s still clearly a taxi. So the
traditional black cab looks safe for
many years to come.

You are not likely to see black cabs
in Paignton, but you can See the
latest taxi at www.[ti.co.uk

that pants were his underwear. Bob
did not realise that Hank was
showing off his new trousers.

Even when the confusion over
Hank’s garments was cleared up,
Bob secretly thought that Hank’s
trousers really were pants - because
he says things are ‘pants’ when he
thinks that they are not very good.

the knowledge

If you want to work as a licensed
black cab driver in London, you'll
need to pass the most difficult taxi-
drivers’ test in the world, called the
Knowledge.

So what do you need to know?
Well, for a start you need to
remember about 25,000 streets in
central London. Plus all the
junctions, traffic lights and
roundabouts. Then you will need to
know all the well-known places in
case the passenger forgets the
address, including hospitals,
theatres, hotels and churches to
name but a few...

Once you think you're ready, you
can make an ‘appearance’ in front
of an examiner and describe the
route between the two points he
chooses. Be warned: it takes, on
average, 34 months and 12 attempts
to pass the exam!

-a— Pants in USA.

Pants in UK;

Images © Marks & Spencer
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chinese new year

18th February 2007 marks the start of the Chinese Year of the Pig, and the start
of a fortnight of celebrations in Chinese communities.

Chinese New Year is the most
important of the traditional
Chinese holidays. It consists of a
period of celebrations, starting on
New Year’s Day, celebrated on the
first day of the first month of the
Chinese calendar. This is the day of
the second new moon after the
winter solstice. The Chinese New
Year period ends on the fifteenth
day with the Lantern Festival.

According to legend, the beginning
of the year began with month 1
during the Xia Dynasty, month 12
during the Shang Dynasty, and
month 11 during the Zhou Dynasty.
The first Emperor of China Qin Shi
Huang changed the beginning of
the year to month 10 in 221 BC. In
104 BC, Emperor Wu established
month 1 as the beginning of the
year where it remains.

The legend tells that in ancient
China, Nian, a man-eating beast
from the mountains, could enter
houses. The Chinese were always
very scared of this monster. The
Chinese learned that Nian was
sensitive to loud noises and the
colour red, and so they scared it
away with explosives, fireworks and
the liberal use of red.

Celebrated internationally in areas
with large populations of ethnic
Chinese, Chinese New Year is
considered a major holiday for the
Chinese as well as ethnic groups
such as the Mongolians, Koreans,
the Miao, the Vietnamese, Tibetans,
Nepalese and Bhutanese.

On the days before the New Year
celebrations, Chinese families give
their home a thorough cleaning. It
is believed the cleaning sweeps
away bad luck and makes their
home ready for good luck to arrive.
All brooms and dustpans are put
away on New Year’s Eve so that
good luck cannot be swept away.
Some people give their homes,
doors and window panes a new
coat of red paint.

A reunion dinner is held on New
Year’'s Eve where members of the
family, near and far, get together
for celebration. The New Year’s Eve
dinner is very large and
traditionally includes chicken.

On New Year’s Day family members
gather in the morning. It is at this
gathering that red envelopes are
given by senior members of the
family, usually married, to
unmarried junior members of the
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family The red packets traditionally
contain money. They are also given
to unmarried visitors but the sums
of money are often smaller than
the envelopes given to family or
close friends.

2007 - Year of the Pig / Boar

Just as the Western Calendar is
divided into 12 months, each
represented by a different
astrological symbol, so the Chinese
have 12 astrological signs, each
lasting for one ‘Chinese’ year,
associated with animals.

ANIMAL BRANCH DATES
Pig Hai 18 Feb. 2007
Rat Zi 7 Feb. 2008
Ox Chou 26 Feb. 2009
Tiger Yin 14 Feb. 2010
Rabbit Mao 3 Feb. 201m
Dragon Chen 23 Jan. 2012
Snake  Si 10 Feb. 2013
Horse Wu 31 Jan. 2014
Goat Wei 19 Feb. 2015
Monkey Shen 8 Feb. 2016
Rooster You 16 Feb. 2017
Dog Xu 16 Feb.2018

The Pig type is usually honest,
straightforward and patient. He /
she is a modest, shy character who
prefers to work quietly behind the
scenes. When others despair he /
she is often there to offer support.
This type of person is reserved with
those they don’t know too well, but
as time passes and they gain
confidence, those around them may
discover a lively and warm-hearted
person.
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Academic Department.

Many students, agents and
International Group Leaders often
have questions with regards to the
methodologies and teaching
practices of the Academic
Department at LAL Torbay. Here are
some of their questions and our
answers...

Is the end of school report based on
the Common European Framework?
Yes, our students are tested, assessed
and placed into classes according to
the ‘can do’ statements, the report
written by the teacher at the end of
the course will give you a grade for
listening, speaking, reading and
writing.

How is grammar taught?

General English classes follow a
course book. These course books are
designed to provide you with a
balance of skills work, grammar and
vocabulary building. The teachers
supplement the books with
additional activities according to the
individual needs of the class.

Are the lessons based on teaching
communication skills?

Effective communication,
communicative competence and
learner autonomy are the three key

g E d J

The answers to common questions about LAL Torbay’s

aspects of our lessons, there is no
point learning lots of grammar and
vocabulary if you never have the
opportunity to put it into practice.

Do you give homework, and are the
results checked?

Homework is given according to the
needs and wishes of the students, as
a rule all of the teachers will give
you homework, which is checked the
next day; the amount of homework
is determined by your wishes.

How do you manage to build
confidence?

The tasks, exercises and activities
used by the teachers are primarily
designed to build confidence and
thus improve communicative
competence. You are encouraged to
study aspects of ‘survival’ and
‘everyday’ English.

How do you measure progress?
Continual assessment is carried out
by the teachers and as part of the
coursebooks that are used. The
teachers monitor you to ensure that
you understand the grammar you
are being taught before moving on
to a new aspect of the language. We
have also designed a series of
comprehensive two-hour level-

change tests which are available for
all students to do whenever they
want, these tests are used to assess
the students’ knowledge of
grammar at their specific level and
also contains a written component
too.

Are the lessons based on eliciting
from the student rather than just
dispensing knowledge?

Learner autonomy is paramount,
the teachers actively encourage you
to answer your own questions
wherever possible. We are not huge
advocates of a prescriptive
approach to learning, we like to
take a more ‘Guided Discovery’
approach.

How would you describe your
pedagogic approach to learning?
We have what can best be
described as an “eclectic’ approach
to language learning with a
combination of book-based
traditional lessons combined with
the use of the resources and
experiences of our teaching staff.
We encourage learner autonomy
and oral communication whenever
possible and promote the study of
authentic listening and practical
communication skills.
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sound quiz

Put the words in the correct squares in the table.

i

pier
tie
why

toy
pie

she
bore
tea
die
buy

he
pour
shy
four

we

share
high
be
pea
fear
tear

here
hair
wear
deer
door
wore

boy
beer
bear
pair
dare
fair

A
o = =N
* o #2925
) c 2 B3
= | OFic= g |EL| T
#¥T ISR E *
EZFensEs
A = ..._..I-
A T e )
SIS.E R & F T
FRTEE w3
> 4
o r={
||
Qv
. ¥
<))
Y
o o ¥
— C
» ¥* | ¥ ¥
@'
>
_ O 1% %
A o)
- O |




what's
ONin torbay

Islamic Experience

Exhibition

Monday, January 29, 2007 - Friday,
February 16, 2007

Torquay Museum

The Exhibition is called the ‘Islamic Experience’
with the aim of helping to gain a better
understanding and appreciation of Islam. The
exhibition has national status and is free to
enter.

Torquay Museum: 01803 293975

Our Country's Good

Play

Saturday, February 10, 2007 - Saturday,
February 17, 2007

Little Theatre - Torquay

Time: 7.30pm.

Toads Theatre Co. Season Play

Australia 1789. A young married lieutenant is
directing rehearsals of the first play ever to be
staged in that country. With only two copies of
the text, a cast of convicts, and one leading lady
who may be about to be hanged...

Written by - Timberlake Wertenbaker

Directed by - Jonathon Hunt

Admission: £8.00. Concessions: £7.50.
Tickets available to book in person
from any Tourist Information Centres in
Torbay.

Telephone: 01803 299330

Winter Warmer Walk

Saturday, February 10, 2007

Sharkham Point car park - Brixham
Time: 10.00am to 12.0o0pm

A brisk walk along the South West Coast Path

to Berry Head - transport back can be arranged.
Charges: Adults £3.50, conc £2, children
free. Booking: Essential on 01803
606035

Big Time American Wrestling
Sunday, February 11, 2007
Princess Theatre - Torquay
Time: 7.30pm.

Tickets available from Tourist
Information Centres in Torbay.
TicketMaster: 0870 241 4120

The Rocky Horror Show

Adult Musical

Monday, February 12, 2007 - Saturday,
February 17, 2007

Princess Theatre - Torquay

Follow squeaky-clean sweethearts Brad and Janet
on an adventure they'll never forget, with the
scandalous Frank 'n' Furter, rippling Rocky and
vivacious Magenta. Bursting at the seams with
timeless classics, including Sweet Transvestite,
Damn It Janet, and of course, the pelvic-thrusting
Time Warp, Richard O'Brien's The Rocky Horror
Show just doesn't stop. Ready to thrill you with
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its frothy fun and naughty moments, this is the
boldest bash of them all, so fish out the fishnets,
buff up your basque and sharpen those stilettos
for the rockiest ride of your life! Be warned, this
show has rude parts.

Tickets available from Tourist
Information Centres in Torbay

Box Office: 0870 241 4120

Strictly Comedy and Dancing
Variety show

Tuesday, February 13, 2007 -
Wednesday, February 14, 2007
Babbacombe Theatre - Torquay

Torquay United V Hartlepool
Football match

Saturday, February 17, 2007
Plainmoor Ground - Torquay
Coca-Cola Football League Two.
K.O: 1500

TUFC

01803 328666

Ellen Kent Presents.... Tosca
Opera

Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Princess Theatre- Torquay
Time: 7.30pm.

Tickets available from Tourist
Information Centres in Torbay.
TicketMaster: 0870 241 4120

Bird Feeders and Crafts

Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Gamekeepers Cottage, Cockington
Time: 10.00am to 12.0opm

Charges: Children £1.50, adults free
Booking: Essential on 01803 606035

Strictly Comedy and Dancing
Variety show

Tuesday, February 20, 2007 -
Wednesday, February 21, 2007
Babbacombe Theatre - Torquay
Time: 8.15pm.

Tickets available from Tourist
Information Centres in Torbay.
Box Office: 01803 328385

Occombe Charcoal Burning
Demonstration

Wednesday, February 21, 2007
Occombe Farm Cafe - Paignton
Time: 9.30am to 4.0opm

See how charcoal is made

Charges: Free

Tel: 01803 606035

Scrappy Workshop

Thursday, February 22, 2007
Gamekeepers Cottage, Cockington
Time: 1.30pm to 4.0opm

Join SPARC and get creative with scrap
Charges: Free

Tel: 01803 606035

Occombe Nest Box Making

Craft workshop

Friday, February 23, 2007

Occombe Farm Cafe- Paignton
Time: 10.00am to 12.00pm.

Make a nest box for birds in your garden for
spring.

Charges: £5 per nest box

Booking: Essential on 01803 606035

Evening of Dance

Saturday, February 24, 2007
Beverley Park - Paignton

An "Evening of Dancing" with guest
professional dancers from BBC "Strictly Come
Dancing" Vincent Simone and Flavia Cacace.
Tickets on sale now at £15.00.

Torquay United V Darlington
Football match

Saturday, February 24, 2007
Plainmoor Ground - Torquay
Coca-Cola Football League Two.
K.O: 1500

TUFC 01803 328666

Johnny Spacehopper and his Vital
Statistics

Children’s play

Monday, February 26, 2007
Princess Theatre - Torquay

Time: 10.00am and 1.0oopm.

Based on the mathematics curriculum for
Primary Schools the play explores number
patterns, mental calculations, deduction and
using data in a table.

Tickets available from Tourist
Information Centres in Torbay.
Box Office: 0870 241 4120

Strictly Comedy and Dancing
Variety show

Tuesday, February 27, 2007 -
Wednesday, February 28, 2007
Babbacombe Theatre - Torquay
Time: 8.15pm.

Tickets available from Tourist
Information Centres in Torbay.
Box Office: 01803 328385



FREE COURSE

Free Lessons for two weeks or four weeks!

26th February
23rd April

3rd September
5th November

23rd March
18th May

28th September
3o0th November

Lessons between 12.30 and 14.30.
Extra lessons 14.45 to 15.45.

For more information, please ask the Teaching
Department

Accrechbed by the
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